HIGH ROAD
E Motives Matter: Lance Burch | January 15 & 18
—— Main Idea: Interrupt division by paying the cost for unity.

LEADER'S NOTE:

 Silence is your friend. Don't rush. Let the questions hang.
» Affirm honesty.

COMING UP

» The Barnival is coming! This fundraiser will help even more kids in our community get to
Camp Barnabas! Check reality.church/events for all the details.

PRAY TO OPEN

GETTING STARTED

What's one of the “either/or” divides you've noticed lately (sports teams, music, seasons, food,
etc.)?

Why do you think humans are so drawn to taking sides?

DISCUSS

1.Read Proverbs 18:19. What stands out to you about this image? Why do you think division
can feel so permanent once it sets in?

2.Read 2 Samuel 15:1-6. What was Absalom doing well on the surface? What made his
approach so dangerous even though it felt compassionate?

3.The sermon described Absalom as “stealing hearts, not swinging swords.” Why is this kind
of division harder to recognize in ourselves? How does charm or “just listening”
sometimes mask self-promotion?

4.Read Ephesians 2:14-16. According to this passage, what did unity cost Jesus? Does
remembering the cost of the cross change how lightly you treat division? How?
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RISK VULNERABILITY.

1.The sermon asked, “Whose gate am | standing at?” Where are you most tempted to
process frustration about people instead of with them (text threads, social media, side
conversations after a meeting or argument)?
2.Which “low road” do you most naturally drift toward?
a.Passive-aggressive comments
b.Avoidance / silence
c.Subtle criticism disguised as concern
d.Feeling wronged quickly
3.Read Colossians 3:13-14. Which phrase feels hardest for you right now: make allowance,
forgive, or clothe yourselves with love? Why?
4.The sermon emphasized taking accountability before blaming others. Think of a current
or past relational tension. What is one specific thing you could honestly say, “| own this
part”?
5.The sermon mentioned “becoming unoffendable.” Even when wronged, we're encouraged
to interrupt retaliation and division by responding with grace. What usually triggers the
feeling of being wronged in you? Feeling ignored or misunderstood? Feeling disrespected
or criticized? Why is that?
6.How has the feeling of being wronged shaped your reactions?

APPLY IT.

1.Read Romans 12:18. What “cost” do you sense God asking you to pay right now? (What
is He asking you to give up for the sake of someone else?) Pride? Comfort? Control?
Being right?

2.Who is one person God is prompting you to move toward for restoration? What would it
look like to lead with ferocious love instead of self-protection in that relationship?

CLOSING REFLECTION AND PRAYER

Close by praying Ephesians 2:14 over the group - that Christ would continue breaking down
walls of hostility that people in this group are dealing with.
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